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Randy P. Allen, II NAI


Objective:   To document various options for the deployment of Network Associates, Zero Administration Client (ZAC) suite.  Bristol will be using two of ZAC’s four core Network Management modules.  Site Express (Software Distribution), ZAC’s Software and Hardware Inventory module. Bristol has contracted Network Assoicates Services to provide consulting in deploying ZAC across their Windows NT Enterprise network.  

Below listed are the number and specifications of  ZAC servers needed to support Option A,  the regional approach.

(4)  ZAC Regional Servers Standards NT  (Will support 500 users on FOXPRO):
Single Pentium Pro 200mhz  or Pentium II 300-450mhz

128 Megs RAM

6gigs Fast & Wide SCSI (RAID a Plus)

Fastest possible Network Interface at site (Not Multi-Homed)

*ZAC Servers should if at all possible be single use servers.

(1)  ZAC Master Server for Bristol’s Enterprise Data and Reporting MS SQL Server DB Backend:

Dual Pentium Pro 200mhz or Pentium II 300 or 400mhz

256 Megs RAM

6gigs Fast & Wide SCSI (RAID 5)

100mb Switched NIC 

(125)  ZAC Site Minimum Server Specifications for sites with less than 50 nodes: 

Windows NT 4.0 SP3

Pentium 150mhz  64 Megs RAM

500 Megs of Free Drive Space

Fastest Network I/O Possible

Option A

Using the geographic organization within Bristol you can create regional ZAC servers to distribute the load and reporting. In this example the US is split into three regions.  Each region has it's own regional ZAC server which all sites within that region report their inventory information too.  In turn, the regional ZAC servers report all regional site inventory data to the ORACLE NT enterprise server in Dallas.  The physical servers can reside in Dallas,  but service ZAC servers in a different geographic region.  

Each ZAC regional server will have a  FOXPRO database, and be an  inventory child site to the ZAC NT SQL enterprise box.   ZAC remote site servers, can be joined to their regional site server, either by Member\Master, or Parent Child inventory relationship.   Each site can be judged on it's own merits for determining the best approach.   This option allows Bristol to truly have a distributed deployment, avoiding creating a bottleneck with all ZAC servers directing their data to one central point for the entire enterprise.

Option B

All ZAC servers have FULL installations.  Each ZAC server will have it's own FOXPRO database.  This Inventory data is then replicated to the parent ZAC server ORACLE NT.  This allows Bristol management to do both site and enterprise reporting.  Since each site has it's own database.  IT personnel can create a ZAC console to generate local site reports, and special Inventory custom categories.  This option supplies management with a much more distributed approach.  This approach offers the most cost effective solution,  but does not allow for much growth within this framework.

ZAC UDP Ports that should not be filter by routers:

Bristol network personnel must insure that all site routers are not filtering the following UDP ports.  They are used to connect ZAC services to the master ZAC server.

UDP Port 1=7151

UDP Port 2=7152

UDP Port 3=7153

UDP Port 4=7154

UDP Port 5=7155

UDP Port 6=7156

UDP Port 7=7157
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